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REPORT ON THE EXPLORATION SURVEY 
OF THE NAGA HILLS. 

No. 65, dated Snmagnting, the 29th May, 1875. 

F ~ o ~ - C ~ ~ P T A I N  JOHN BUTLER, Political Agent, N i g a  Hills, 
To-The Secretary to tlie Chief Commissioner of Assam. 

I HAVE now the honour to submit a full report of my 
proceedings in connection with the csl~loration and survey 

of that l3ortion of the Nhga Hills lying south of, and running 
parallel with, the Sibs;igar district, between the Doyong and 
1)ilihli rivers, undertalren in accordance T\ it11 the instructions 
contained in your letter No. 281, dated 19th September, 1874. 

2. I returned from England and re-assumed charge of this 
Agency on the 15th December last. Hence I had but scant 
time to make such arrangelnents for thc start as I should 
othcrn~ise lla~re made. I11 order to avoid losing eren a single 
day that could possibly bc taliell advantage of, I wrote from 
Calcutta and authorizcd Lieutenant Woodtllorpe to break 
ground from the GolBglirit sirle, and finish up that little corner 
of the hills lying iminedintely soutll of that station, before 
coining on to join me at  Samaguting. This he did n~os t  
satisfactorily7 tlius saving our af'terwarcls llaving to ~lzake a 
detour of several (lays' journey out of our course. 

3. On thc 21st December, I despatched Captain La Touche 
wit11 onc sub-Insl~cctor find forty constables, with stores, kc., 
to t:~lrc 1111 a 110sition a t  Tcscphi~na, anti tlierc await my arrival. 
I ldaced a guard of two 11011-con~missionel officers and fifteen 
sepoys of tlic 43rd Rcgiment Native InCintry, with one sub- 
Inspector, oilc head-coi~stable, and five constables, at  Dimapur, 
ant1 a guard of onc 11011-commissionec1 ofticcr, nine sepoys, and 
onc constable at  tlie 1)iphiq~iuli outpost. I n  the station of 
Samaguting I stationed a garrison of one natiyc conllllissioiled 
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officer, two non-commissioned officers, and ten sepoys of the 
43rd Regiment, with one Inspector, two head-constables, and 
fifty-one constables of the NA32 Hills police. On the 24th 
Dccenlber I made over charge of the current duties of my office 
to Rlr. h'eeclham, Assistant l'olitical Agent, and left Samagnting 
tlie folloming morning, accompanied by Lieutenant ~ ~ T o o c l t l ~ o r ~ ~ e ,  
R.E., ancl Mr. RIcCay, of the Survey Department, with Lieutenant 
Anstin, of the 43rd. Our escort consisted of two non-com- 
mishioned officers, one bngler, and twenty-eight sepoys of tlie 
43rcl ; and one Insl~ector, three head-constables, and fifty 
const:lbles of tlle Nip Hills police. 

4. On the 25th December, me encamped on the Zbmlili, 
helo~v Pil)hemall, and the follo~ving day (aftcr ascending 
Ketliuba) just below Keri~phimrth, and reached Jcohima on tlie 
27th. Thence me proceeded via 'l'liis:imd, and rcaclled 
i\'erhama the clay after; from the lnttcr villagc, passing through 
Cllich Amlih ancl Tophemah, e n  ~ ~ o z ~ t e ,  a long day's march brought 
us into Themoketsamah (the first of the Rengmah NAga villages 
on this side) ; on tlie 31st December, proccecling through 
Themokedimah, we joined Captain La  Touche at  Tesephimah. 
llere I found tliat the Tesephimah pcople were most cordially 
disposed tomarcls us, and had evidently quite forgiven, if not 
forgotten, the punishment they had so wantonly provoked and so 
justly sufferecl a t  our hancls last year. They had not only built 
huts ancl godowns for our stancling camp, but had also f~~rnished 
us with abundance of rice and other supplies, more evcn than 
wc requirecl. Far from showing any ignorance of tlie use of 
money, they liacl now learnt gntef~ll ly to accept payment for 
all the work tliey had done, as well as for all the supplies tliey 
had furnished. 

5. On the 31st December I halted at Tesepliimah, in 
orcler to receive several c1el)utations of N:igas who had come in 
from Inscmah, I$otsomah, ancl TJozmali, on the east, and from 
Phurmah and Khubamah, on the IT-cst. They all assured mc 
of their friendship, antl said they woultl be very gjacl incleed to 
see me again at their villages, ancl hopecl I was gomg to revisit 
them this year. I ptlierctl from tlleir naive remarks that. now 
that they were quite surc both of my powcr to punish antl my 
wish to do goocl, they n-ould always bc glnd to sce me. I llatl 
to explain to tlienl tliat, as 1 had a grcat number of new 
villages to visit, where I hopccl to make ncw fricnds, I did 
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not think I should be able to revisit all my old friends this 
year, but that I should certainly do so as soon as I could fintl 
the time, and that I nras very glad indeed to hear they were all 
so ready to welcome ple back. 

6. Some of tlie Tesel~himah men informed me that 
Nonsechong and Wokha had both given out that they intended 

)to oppose our further advance; but, as I knew tlie former liad 
long becn at  war with both the latter villages, and was aware 
tllnt the Lllota N5gas (to ~vllicli tribe Noiisechong and Wokha 
belong) had for ages past kept the Rengmah Ncigas ( to which 
tribe Tesephimal~ belongs) back from having any intercourse 
wit11 tlie plains, and were l~ence liated by them, I loolied 1zl1on 
this bit of nenrs mitli coiisiderable distrust, inore especially as 
tlrcy were both vil la~es we liad peaceably visited only the 
previous year. I left an Inspector and t~venty illen at  
Tesephimall. On the morning of tlie 1st J:lnuary lest I re  
~narclicd to Nonsechong, and tlint evening pitclled our camp on 
the saddle-ridge bet~reen tliat village and its petty aciglibour, 
i r o  Our route lay z.i$ Jnscinnli and liotsoinali, up to 
wllicll point tllc road was a cal>ital one, but from thence on it 
n-as very b:~d indccd. Jt  was at tinies difficult to trace it at  
all througli tlie dense, liigll grass jungle on citlier side, esccpt 
wllerc it liapl3encd to pass throng11 fields of cultivatiml, and tliat 
was only on oixr nearing tlie village. 011 our nrrivnl at 
Nonsccllong ,rve f o ~ ~ n d  tlic entrance very strongly barric:ldedJ 
and a number of flilly-arnied NAgas clranrn ul)  bcliincl it in 
bn ttle-army,  rho at first most l>creml)torily refused us any 
adlnittniLcc. Mo~rrcver, on 1 1 1 ~  going furward with solne of my 
1)obashias (interprcters), ant1 csl)lain~ng matters to tlleili, thcy 
sent out n jvomnu to us wit11 tlic syinbolical grcen bough, and 
~ v c  were tlicn drily adn~ittcd. 

7.  Having been coinpcllcrl to leave thirty loads behind 
inc at Iiotsoinnli, olviiig to tllc J:englr~ali NAgas being unwilling 
to coine on wit11 Inc ailioilg tlie Lliotns, I llaltetl at Nonscclioa~g 
on tllc 211tl Jannnry, aild sent soiilc of illy linki coolies baclc 
witli an escort to bring tllcnl on, wl~icli tlicy di(l tliet el-sling. 
In  tlie course of tlic clay crowds of fi~lly-nrincd N;igas, saicl 
to lrcloi~g to otlicr villages hi tlle nci#lbourlrood, kept colning 
in, npl)arciitly mitli no particular ol?~cct, cscept to watcll our 
actions. On onc occnsioi~, wlieien I was sitting rlo~vn quictly 011 

a stone in the village, looking on at tllc mild sceiic around ine, 
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my attention mas drawn to three very fine young fellows, 
evidently strangers, dressed in f~111 war-paint, who came stalking 
up through the village, every now and again tllronring stealthy 
glances over their sho~dders, as if anticipating an attack. 
Suddenly, to my nstonishment, I saw a man step out of the 
crowd and nlsli towards them, dao in hand, as if to cut them 
down, at  seeing which, the three then turned round and fled, 
follorrcd by a crowd of pursuers, one of whom threw his spear,( 
which rery narrowly missecl hitting the last of them, as they 
all bo~tnded belhcl the fiienclly shelter of an undulation in the 
ground, ancl dived into the j ~ ~ n g l e .  After this there was a 
regular stampede down tlie cliff; when I lost sight of both 
pursuers and pursued. I-Io~vever, I am happy to say I 
afterwards heard that the latter escaped untouched. The 
explanation I received of this strange action was that the three 
young fellows who had so pluckily entered the village were 
Hattigorias, who had come in to see me, notwithstanding their 
being at  feud with the Lhotas, whom I then warned that they 
hacl no business to have acted in the way they had. 

8. On the 3rd January me all marched into Wokha, to 
which place thcre is a capital roncl. But our Nongsechong 
~ ~ i c l e s ,  for reasons of their own, first took us nranderin~ off 
into tlie jungles, some miles out of our may, until we rcfused 
to follow tlieir lencl any f ~ ~ r t h e r .  After some little clifficulty, 
we rnanagccl to cut our way back into the regular road. Our 
reception a t  Wokha was anything but corili:ll, for, instcad of 
coming out to meet us ancl helping to bnilcl our huts for us, 
talking ancl laugliing thc while with all around, as the Nhgns 
generally do when tllcir intentions are friendly, they assu~ricd 
n very sulky rrinnner towards us, antl at first contentecl 
tliemselves with standing ahout on thc village liei,$~ts, 1)clow 
n-hicll we had haltc~l, in largc groups of from twenty to forty, 
with their spear-sliafts in their linntls (the hcatls being probal~ly 
concealed un(1er Ihc cloths which most of them wort thrown 
loosely over thc~ir sllo~~lclers,-at lcnst, this nras thc s11sl)icion 
otle of my I)ol)asl~ias quietly contitlc(1 to me at thc time). 
Aftern-arch, on our coolies going to cut graw a~itl  bamboos in 
tlic ac1,joining jungle, tlley tliccl to prevent their tloing so by 
throwing stolies a t  tl~ctn, antl 011 one occasion pomc of tllc~rl 
nc t~~al ly  went so far a* to thre:ltcn to cut 111, n inn11 who 11nr1 
gone about 150 yanls off to fcbtcli watcr. IIOIT-el-er, I vcry 
q~iickly threw out solnc constables as sentries all round tlie 
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I had taken up, with the usual standing orders in my 
camp,-that, although they were to admit freely any unarmed 
Ndgas wishing to coille in, no armed partics were to be admitted 
on any prctcnce ~vhatever without my spccial permission. I 
then scnt out a head-constable, with some interpreters to try 
and explain lnattcrs and quiet them, and thus endeavour to ~ e t  
them to bring me in some rice and fowls, kc., for sale. After 
some tinlc I was glad to see them return with some of the 
chiefs, n.110, l~omever, only brought in about 2+ maunds of rice 
and one folk-1 ; still, that was something, and I paid then1 

r 1  llandsoincly for what they llad brought in. llley engcrly 
accepted payment, lx-on~ising to bring more rice on tlie morrow, 
and explaining that they had bcen ~mable to bring more just 
then, as they had not yet I~uslted it out. I thought \Ire 11:id 
made a 6ood begiimin~ -? and that very evccning congratulated 
some of the other officers of tlle expedition on our having 
sncccssf~xlly got over (as I tlien thougllt we had) our difficulty 
wit11 J~Tolrl~a. 

9. Early the fullo~ving morning (4 t11 January), having 
first of all sent off a party of coolics with an cscort to cut grass 
al~out a mile off, and a~vay from tllc village, so as to avoid all 
cliance of giving any oifcncc to tlie Woklla men, and llaving 
left T,icutcnant 12nstin in charge of the camp, I and Cal>tain La  
Touclie, accom~~anying Licutcnant llToodtliorl~e ancl JIr. JfcCay, 
nsccntled the ll~oklla (or Thebzothu) mountain (G,GOO fcct 
ubovc tlle level of tllc sc:~), in order to put up a trigononlctrical 
station there. lVllilst lx~ssiilg tlirough the village Ire noticed 
a fresh human 11c:ld lr;~ngin.r frolorn a 1)amboo in thc la i -~e  sacred 

? tree in thc ccntre of the village, and I triecl to ascertain ~rllcre 
it had Iwcn obtainetl, but in vain, for, althougll they again 
rel'catecl their 1)romise of letting me llare soillc ~norc  ricc 
ln,tcr on in t l ~ c  day, tlioy IVCIT not vcry colilrnuaicati~-cly incliiletl 
on other points. llTc rcacllccl tllc summit of tllc mo~~ntn in  
:1bo11t 10 a.m., and at about half-past 1 o'cloclr, I c : ~ ~ i n g  
Wo6dtl1orpc and McCny to finish thcir IF-orlr, Captain La 'l'ouclle 
and I begrnn to dcsccncl tllc liill. ljefore TYC 11:ltl gone very far 
we met a consta1)lc and four scpoys, ~ r l i o  liantletl me 01-er a 
short pcncil notc fi-om 1,icutcnnnt Austin, telling me that a 
Iil~lti  coolic I~acl jllst ~ICCI I  11111r~lcrc~l by tlic Klips,  ancl that he 
11:id scnt out incn to 1)ring the body in. This note I tlieii sent 
on to Ilic~~tenant ll'oocitllorl~c, wit11 n l>cncil endorscmcnt, 
reqncsting him to rejoin me as quickly as possible, and tlien 
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hastened on into camp, where, in front of my tent, I found the 
unfortunate man's lieadless body. The whole camp was in a 
great state of excitement. 

10. JYliilst passing t h r o u ~ h  the village on our way back 
we had noticed the sulky, defiant looks of the villagers, and 
I was therefore not surprised to find that, far fro~n having 
brought in " lots of rice for sale," as they had prolllised to do, 
not a single ounce had been brought in. From the inquiry I 
imruecliately made, it appeared tliat the unfortunate Kuki coolie 
liad bcen decoyed into the jungle some hundred yards' distai~ce 
from the rest of the party, and had there been most brutally 
murclered, and his head carried off. Of coursc, there was no 
direct evidence to show who had committed the deed ; but, 
taking into consideration the attitude assumed towards us a11 
along by the Wokha men, the proximity of the village to the 
spot nlllere the murcler had been committed, and the fact that 
the Wokha men llacl been tlirougllout the day passing up and 
clown tlie path witliin ten yarcls of which the man had been 
murdered, I fclt clnite convinced that the deed had been done 
either hy the Wokha men themselves, or else with their fill1 
knowledge and connivance. Ileter~nining to have the matter 
thoroughly sifted, but a t  the same tiine anxious to avoid any 
cllance of' a disturbance, I a t  once sent up a head-constable 
alone, antl nnarmed, to t l ~ e  village, with a mcssage to tlie effect 
tliat I wislierl to see the chiefs on a very serious matter, and 
rerluestecl tllcy ~roultl  come clown to meet me as soon as possible. 
In about half-an-honr the head-constable returned, i~nd rcportecl 
tliat they Iiacl not caly refilsed to coine do~vn, but liad beer1 rnost 
impertinent in thcir manner towards him, tliat lic hacl noticc(1 
that they were scntling ,re their women ancl cllilclren, that a11 
the men were as~em1)ling to~etl ier  in largc groups, fully ariuetl, 
nncl he was therefore of opiiiion tliat they inennt miscl~ief. On 
learning this, I warned my Inen and the 1Surol)ean oficcrs to 
be rea(ly to t11m out at a momcnt's notice in case of anytliing 
occurring, and waited clnietly to see wllat tllc nest  movc was 
going to he. I had dctennine(1 that, as it was alrcndy past 
f i~u r  o'clock, antl the cvcnings were short, I ~voul(1 not illyself 
take fi~rther action in tlic matter until tlle fullowing mornuig, 
when I intcntled to insist upon my ortlers bcing obeyed. At 
allout 5 p.m., to my grcat suq~risc, tliree of the IVoklla chief3 
cnme in, accompanietl by two KAgaa (who spoke A~samese 
fluently, and said they came from Sanigaon ), and presentcd me 
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wlth two folvls. I aslied them iv11y thcy had not come in 
before. To this question thcy gave me no direct ansnrcr, but 
rcplicd tlicy had brouglit " t v o  fowls to present to me, alld 
otlier me11 ~~ronlrl bring ricc prcsently." To this I replied as 
nearly as in tlie following words :-" Tllis is no time 
for tlle or acceptance of fricndly presents. I asked 
yon ycstcrtlay to licll) ine to build soinc lilrts, and you not only 
ref~lsed to do so, but tried to 1)revent my coolics fi-on1 builtling 
tllein, by throwing stones at tlicm, and you also tlircntcnecl to 
spear my inen ~vhen they  vent to fetch nrntcr. I asked you 
to-day to sell me sonle ricc, and you proinised to (lo so, but you 
have not only failed to bring 111c in a siagle l~anrlful, but some 
of your nzen ha\-e most brutally niurclered one of my coolies, 
and you now bring me two fowls. My ordcrs to yo11 arc that 
you imn~ediatcly surrender the ma11 or 111~11 ~vlio colninitted the 
murder, and that yon bring back to mc at  once the licad of the 
murtlei-ed mail, nntl, should you fail to carry out tllese orders, I 
shall hold tlie chicfs of JVolrlia rcsponsible." On this being vcry 
carefully interprctcd to tlicm, some ngitatcd al~tl 11alf-~vhispcred 
convcrsntion (tlie lmrport of which Trc conlci not discover) 
passcd bctn-ccn thcm, and the two Snnigaon inen tlien asl<ccl 
permission to go up to t l ~ e  village for tlle pnrpose of bringing 
don-11 some of tlle other chicfs. To this I consented, at the 
sainc tilnc detaining tlie three Wolcl~a cllicf3, nrlio were very 
anxious to get away too. 1 must esl~lain licre that all these 
incn mcrc disarincd p~*evious to acimission into niy camp, my 
plan 11aviiig always bccn tjo insist tliat all arms be left uncler 
tllc cllarge of tlic outcr sentry on anyonc coming into cmnp, 
nilti tnlren away spin 011 their departllrc. 011 looking back 
now at past events, I cannot hell' attributing a grcat 1)ortion 
of tllc SI~CCCSS wit11 whic11 I haye trnvclled alllollg tliese 
barbxrons tribes to tllis vcry si~nldc prccnr~tion ; and I lllny 
atld liere tllnt 1 have rcnson to belieye tllnt, so long as tlie safety 
of the camp is ensurctl, it inatters very little, as a rule, what 
pcrsonnl ridis the lcaclcr inny run. it lllllst be relnelllbcretl 
that in liis rnsc tlrcre is rcGY often 110 cl~oicc, ful- IIC n111st 
01)viously t,rust llis lifc to nnml~crlcss clln~~ccs, ally onc of 
~vllich m:~y at any tinic ciitl it. As t i~ue  ~ ~ c n t  on, ant1 it bccalnc 
clarlc, and yct tl~crc ~vere 110 signs of tllc Sm)igaon lnell 
rctl~rning, 1 clismissctl tlic tllrcc JVokha clliefs, telling tllcm to 
rct l~rn to nlc as soon as they 11ntl tlcciticd upon the aaslycr 
they wcrc going to mnkc to illy dcniands. Tlle tlircc chiefs 
then went off to tllc villagc, and we all snt do~vn to dillller, 
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never dreaming that anything more of any consequence would 
happen that night. A t  about 7 p.m., just as me mere finishing 
our meal, we were suddenly startled by a shot, followed by 
shouts and more shots, and on rushing out we found the whole 
camp surrounded by N,igas,-at least, so it appeared to us, 
,juclging fioin the yells that came from every quarter of the 
jungle, for it was so dark that we could not see a yard before 
us. Of course, as can easily be imagined, the conf~~sion at  first 
was very great indeed, with coolies and camp-followers (of 

Knok~eq. Kl~asins, 
l<~whnrlcs. Onorkhns, various nationalities," all speaking 

onrl H~ndustnniea. different languages) rushin5 about the 
camp seckinfi for a place of safety, and not linowmg exactly 
frorn what clrection the foe meant to attack. I-Iowever, setting 
alight to some blue-lights, which I had taken the precaution to 
bring wit11 me for such emergencies, and which, together with 
my lantern, were always kept rcacly at hand, the men (both 
sepoys ancl constables) were soon assembled under arms. 
Being apprehensive that a suclden rush IF-onltl be made upon 
us, whcn I knew that,, with tlle numerically snperior odds 
against us, a fight at close qu:~rters woulcl inevitably hare told 
a terrible tale, I promptly decided that onr best chance of safety 
lay in our turnin? the tables upon our enciny at once, and, by 
attacking their ~ ~ l l i ~ g e ,  thus distract their attention fiom our 
camp. Leaving Lieutenant Wooclthorpe ancl Mr. AIcCay, with 
Inspector dleinaranl and t,llirty constables, aiztl a hnviltlor and 
t~vcnty-five sepoys of thc 43rtl Kegiinent, to liold thc camp at 
all risk, I cletachecl a sub-Inspector antl forty constables, antl, 
accompnnietl by Captain La Tonclie ant1 I,icntenant Austin, 
with tliree scl>oys of tlie 4:;rd Itegimcnt, mndc slr:~igllt for tlle 
village, from n-llich thcy hocl alre:idy com~nencetl to hurl t lo~ \~n  
big stones upon 11s. Tllis innnanvrc seem~d to take the JJrokl~n 
inen rather :~l>ack, for, Whga-like, they hn(l evitlcntly made up 
their nlintlv that, as soon as we cliscoverc(1 tlint we had bcen 
sr~rronndetl, we should take to flight antl secli safety in the 
jqnsles, where we slionhl of course have fallen cosy victims to 
thew method of warfare, ant1 have prohal)ly bccn cut up to 
n man ; that me slloultl turn rountl and becoine the attackers, 
was a result tllcy never anticipatccl for a moment. On onr 
having effec'tetl an entrance into the village, finding that tllc 
darkness was all in L%vonr of the enciriy, 10th tlloug!~, I 
confess, I ma8, to clo more harm t l~on 1 co~~l t l  possibly avoltl to 
these ignorant wretclles, untler the circumstances I clid not 
liesitate to orcler tlle houses on either side to be set on fire. We 
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then advailced steadily up through the village in skirinishing 
order, the eneiny falling back as we did so, so that at. about 9 
p.m. we were complete inasters of the position. I then posted 
a picket of onc sub-Inspector, one head-constable, and twenty 
constables on a good co~nmanding position in tlle ccntrc of t l ~ e  
village, witli orders to keep a sliarl-, looli-out, and patrol all 
night. Then returnccl to camp, where I found everything safe. 
I learnt froin Lieutenant Woodthorpe that, aftcr a few nlore 
shots had becn fired into the jungle, thc eilcnzy had rctircd in 
the clirection of the eastcrn end of the village, rvl~cn they 
ascertained from tllc firing that rve had tnrned the attack, 
which is exactly rvhat I anticipated. Parties of Nhgas rvcre out 
prowling about all night, and a sliarp w:ltch had to be kc l~ t  nl) 
until morning ; but they nerer attemytcd to come down nl3on us 
again in any nurnber, aftcr me liatl once taliell possession of 
the village. Tliey secincd to rcstrict themselves to the 
endeavour to sneak up quietly, and cut off stragglers. I a,in 
happy to say we inanagetl to get off wit11 the coinparatively 
very small nunlbcr of only four constables woun(1ed (two witli 
spears, and two with stones). On the otlier hand, the NAgas 
must, I am afraid, have lost heavily, as soine eiglitecn bodies 
were couilted lying rvllcre they had fallen. 'Illus the MTol;1la 
inen ]net a fate rvliicll they certainly riclily deserved, for it was 
entirely brotzgllt upon tllemselves, and yet it is one 1 cannot 
hclp feeling the g:catcst rcgret for ; ntter savages, with a most 
inordinate idea of their orvn powcr, tanght fro111 childhood to 
believe that "might is right," rcgnrtlless of bloodshed, and 
t h ink in~  we wcre utterly at  thcir mercy, they most foolislily 
rushed lnto the pit they had dug for us. The melancholy sight 
of a large village in rrnins, and its cattle wandering about 
hon~eless, is not onc I care to recall, althoilgh I have the 
consolation of kao~ving tlint thc inensure rrras necessary. For it 
mas siinply (hninanly speaking) the result of a choice of two 
evils,-either to suffer scverc punishnlent ourselves, or be 
content to inflict it. 

11. The rvllolc of tllc following day (5th J a n ~ ~ a r y )  me 
wcre occupied io stocliadh~g. the position I 11ad talicll 1111 for a 
pickct, in thc ccntrc of the v~llagc. By cvcnincg. I was enabled 
to placc thc wllolc of our coolies and unnrmcd camp-followers 
in a place of compnrntive s~cnri t~y.  The same afternoon I 
rcccir*ctl a dcplltntion from tlic peoplc of Nongse, wlio cnine in 
to a s w c  ine of thcir friendship, and I then took tlic opportunity 
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to tell then1 to let it be kno~vn to the Wokha men that I bore 
them no malice for the nnwarmntable attack they had made 
upon mc, but a t  the same time that I coulcl not now listen to 
any overtures of peace until they consented to coml~ly with my 
original demands, namely, the surrender of the murderers and 
return of the head, after which I should be glad to forgive and 
forget what had passed. 

12. On tlie morning of tlie 6th I received another 
cleputation from I'l-lnrni:~l~, and again rel~eatecl what I had said 
to the Kongse men. That same afternoon I was not at  all 
sul-l'risecl to fincl them return, accompanied by two TiVoBha 
men, whose abject looks and servile actions now formed a marked 
contrast to their 1,roud and defiant bearing but a fern days 
before. To tliese men I again repcated the only conditions oil 
wl~ich I n-onlcl consent to make peace, and, after soinc 
l~esitntion, they promised they sliould be f d l y  complied with 
" within three clays" from that time. They then took lcare, 
after most solemnly assuring me that they would never again 
act as they hacl done, or ever refuse again to carry out any 
orcler I might @re. And I was san~uine  enough then to think 
that tlicre was every chance of this very serious affair bcing 
sl>ceclily settled mitliont further trouble. 'I'he sequel proves 
what little reliance can be placed upon the worcl of tliesc 
savages; for, after anxiously waiting for threc days, just wlien 
I was momentarily expecting to see the Wokha men keep tlicir 
promise, I was surlclenly astonished to find myself called upon 
to repel a second attack, the particulars of which are as 
follow:-On the morning of the 9th I had received clep~ztations 
from Nongse, Nongsechong, and Nirol~i, and yct the same 
evening I rcceivccl a rcport from the sub- Inspector at 
Tcsephimal~, telling me that the two constables escorting tlie 
clAk on the 8th had becn attacked by N@ns of Nongsecliong, 
and one of tlicm sevcrely moundcd by ttvo arrows tl-lrough tlic 
leg. I also heard that thesc same mcn 11:lcl murderer1 onc of 
the very fen- Tesephimah coolies that had accompanietl me on 
tlie 2nd. I ilnrnerliately instructccl Captain La Tolxclic to 
proceed out the fc,llowing morning to inquire into the matter. 
Froin this (111ty lic lint1 but just returned, bringing hack wit11 
him the headmen of K\'c>ngsechong, who most cmpl~atically 
declared that the attack on the consta1)les had becn n~adc l)y 
JIToklia men, ancl deniecl the murder of the Tcsepliiniali man 
in toto, when, at  about 2-45 p.m. on the afternoon of the 
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loth, both our calnp and stockade mcre simultaneously attacked 
again by a large Nhga force, estiinatcd at tlle very lowest to be 
coinposcd of between four and fivc llundrcd men, which wc 
afterwards ascertained had been collected togetller from no less 
than seven villages, namely, Wok ha, Changsc, l'angti, 
L~~ngiung,. Iioio, Seleku, and Cllingki. They crept up tllro~igl1 
the dense jungle, unperceived, to witllin a liuntlred yards of our 
position, beforc we had the very slightest idea of their l)rosimity, 
and even then it mas only through their foolislily shouting out 
tilcir mar-cry, as t h y  canic down on us, that me learnt the filct 
that we mere attacked. Ho~vcver, they wcrc inct again as usual, 
and driven back into tlle junglcs, tlirougll wllicll wc follo~ved 
tllein up for several miles, again inflicting a loss of some eight 
or nine killed, besides mounded. 

13. At this juncture, altllougli clearly of opinion that the 
Ir,,lc mv No. 4T. of t,lc IOt,l tVoBha inen would very shortly be 

J.~nnnry, lai.5. conlpclled to colnllly wit11 illy 
demands and suc for pcacc (nrliicli is csactly ~vllat tlicy clid do), 
and, aot~vitllstan~lii~g that I considerctl Captain La Touclic was 
1)robably fblly able to hold his omrn against ally NAga foe in 
the vcry strong l~osition I llad taken up for him, yet, talcing 
all things into consitleration, I clitl not tllinlc that, ~vitll tllc 
coinpnratively snzall narrison of only tnTenty constables (~vli icl~ 9 
is a11 I coultl sparc), lt moult1 bc ~~os s i l l c  for us to l<ccp open 
our coini~lunications if I proccctled fr~rtllcr east. As I was 
quite confitlcnt that the lcast sign of any hesitation or ~veakncss 
uronld only have the cffcct of causing othcr villngcs to ,join the 
cncmy, I dccined it riglit to lose no time in assunliug the 
r~s~onsibil i ty of at  oncc writing to GolAgll,it for n reinforcement, 
at  thc sanlc tiinc rcl~orting to you tliat 1 llclcl done so. 

14. 011 tllc afternoon of the 11th (the very iicst tl:~y 
after their sccond bold attaclc on our position) some tcn or 
twelve Woklm mcn mcre seen mnving green boiig!ls ovcr tllcir 
hcads aborit one-fourth of n inile off. On being mvitcd, tllcy 
canlc into camp, and informcd us tllnt they had been depntcd 
to tcll us that " tlicir stomachs n-cre clnitc sick of fighting," 
and tliat tllcy wcre now negotiating $)out bringins in tlie 
murderers; and on tlic 13th tlicy rctunlcrl ngam with 
Santchcpoino, onc of tlie two incil coi~ccrne(1 in the murdcr of 
the Iiuki coolie. This inan at O ~ C C  coilfcssc~l thc sliarc llc llatl 
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taken in the crime, and led us to where he and his accomplice, 
Chijampemo, had hiclden the unfortunate man's head. From 
the Wokha men I learnt that Chijampemo had taken refuge in 
Sanigaon, and mas living in the house of one Nibomo, of thab 
village, but that they would produce him in the course of a 
few clays. It mas now that I first learnt the nhmes of all the 
villages that had conibinecl together, p d  taken part in the 
second attack, already described above. During the 13th and 
14th I received visits from numerous Assamese-speaking NSgas 
from Ehanclari, Lakhuti, and other villages across the Doyong,- 
men v h o  had previously sworn most positively that the Wokha 
people, and all across the Doyong, mere "Abors,-terrible 
fello~vs all of them ! with whom they had no connection whatever, 
spealiing 3 different langiage, kc., kc." A tissue of lies froin 
beginning to end, and yet, when I taxed thcm with their 
~~ntruthfi~lness,  they simply smiled, and seemed to think it was 
rather a good joke, their having thus tried to take me in. 
The old chief of Ehanclarigaon (who, loy t'he way, rcmenlbcred 
lJroclie visiting liis village in 1842) laughingly added, that he 
had often hearcl of me before, and that among the NAgas they 
spoke of me as the " Hawk," because, forsooth, I mas always 
said to be circling about among the hills, at one time swooping 
clown here, at another there, and no-one secmccl to know exactly 
tvlicre I came from, or where I went to; am1 all this nras said 
wit11 such a comical naive air, I could not hclp joining heartily 
in the general titter i t  raised. 

15. On the 15th, in compliance with the strict injunctions 
I liad issued the clay before, to the cffect that, if' tllc otllcr 
murderer were not given up within twenty-four l~ours, I shoulcl 
proceed in person to Sanigaon to fetch him, Chijamperno was 
duly ~urrendered to me by the very man in wl~ose llonsc hc 
had taken sanctuary, and wlio now tried to m:~ltc it apl>enr 
that he llncl only arrested the unfortunate ~vrctch at  grcnt 
personal risk of violence to himself, and was hcnce dcscrving 
of great r c~var~ l  at my hands, a point on ml~icli I very soon 
un(1ecei1-ed him. This same man, I niust tell you, very shortly 
nfternrarcls distinguisl~ecl himsclf by proposing that I. shol~ltl 
pay him for ally scrvices 11c lniglit rcntler mc, 1)y an ortlcr 
that every village 1 l,assetl tllrough shonl(l give lii~n n coul)lc 
of cloths, or a spear, or any other little triflc 1 lilrctl to mcntion, 
but, finding his talents were not appreci:~tcd, lie vcry soon madc 
hi~ilnclf acarce. 
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16. On the 16th, I received deputatioils from Yckum, 
Rephim, and Changse, who came in to express tlieir sorrow at  
having joined Wokha in the second attack on our camp. The 
same day the Wokha chiefs came in and took a most solemn 
oath (accompanied with the usual czrcmonics,-the dccnpitation 
of a fowl, &;c.) never to nlolest us ag,ain, after ~vliich, peace 
being declared in due form, I made over to tlieiiz all the little 
grain and propcrty tliat had been saved, wit11 the exception 
of sufficient rice for our onrn consuml~tion. I then explained 
to them that they mere no~v  a$ liberty to rebnild tlieir village, 
~v i th  tlie csception of tlie central portion, occupicd by our 
stockadc, ~vl~icli would ilom be lield until I returned. 

17. On the 17tli, I held a formal trial in tlie matter of 
tlie murder of tlic liulii coolie, wliicl~ ended in a convictioil 
and sentence of death, the proceedings coniiccted with ~vliicli 
were all duly formarclcd for tlie confirlnation of the Chief 
Connnissioner, who, ho~vevcr, although fully concurring with 
me in tlie guilt of the accuscd ant1 justice of the sentcncc, 
nevertheless saw ~rouncls on ~vllicli to rcmit tlie sentence 
to onc of pennl servitude for scven ycars. Thus, in the brief 
course of thirteen days, the N:igas had attacked us tmicc, and 
suffered a signal clefea,t on cacll occasion; a illost brutal nlnrdcr 
had bcen avcngecl, tlie dcmands of justice fully satisfietl, our 
lwestige re-establisl~cd, lwacc madc, 311d cvcrytlling cleared 
once nlorc for n frcsli start into tlic ~ullcnonrn reglolls lying 
before us. 

18. Tlie 18t,h aucl 19th I passe11 at IVoliha, hol~ing cvery 
hour to scc tlle Go1:iglilit rcinforcciiiciit arrive, but, not liaving 
rccil-ed any reply to my call for aid, dcs.lpatchet1 on tlic l l t l i ,  
I deterlninctl it uselcss nzy wniti11.g any longcr, an(1 so, 
lcaving Captain La To~~clic, nritli onc snb-Inslwctor ancl 
t~vcnty-firc constal)lcs, to liold lZTolilia, 011 the 20th I 111ovcc1 
to Climlgc'c. Tllc rontl I>ct\\-ccn lVo1clia ancl Yelium was vcry 
bad iutleccl, espccially tllc clcsccnt close to and almvc tlic latter 
villag?, mllicli was csccssirely stccp ; bctwccn Yclaun ant1 
Ilcpl~lin, llonrcver, it was fair, aacl thcncc on into Changse 
vcry gootl indeetl, quit,c fit for laden ponies. Passing tlirougli 
Cliangse-Yanglier, ~ v c  pitcllctl can111 just below Chnngsc- 
Yanthemo. Or~r  lntc focs in all thcsc villagcs camc out to 
inect ns, wit11 t h i r  cloths full of delicious orangcs nncl 
swcct-limps, ~vliich were gratnitonsly distributed and higlily 
npprccintcd after our long and hot inarch. 
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19. On tlie 21st, crossing tlie Doyong at  about tliree 
miles below Cllangse (where the river was about sixty fect 
broad ancl its bed about 960 feet above the sea-level), we 
nloved camp to Are-Yanghen, and mere again well received. 

20. On the 22nd, marching along n capital road the whole 
\ray, we movecl into tlie Hattigoria connt~.y, and encanipcd a t  
Nnnkunl, a very fine, large village, perched upon the conical 
but broad summit of a hill, 5,100 feet abovc tlie level of the 
sea. 011 our first approacli, ~vlzich seemed to take tlle 
in11:lbitants rather by surprise, as most of tlie~n were out in 
their fields, they began assembling in large numbers, fi~lly 
armed ; but, on being assured that our intentions were perfectly 
fi-ienclly, they at  once put amray their arms and made us heartily 
welcome. I came across Assamese-speaking N h ~ a s  hcre, wlio 
told me that they regularly visited the plains vid Titabor, and 
yet, it mnst be renie~nberccl that this mas tllc Nunkam sharp 
Abor Peak of the old north-east frontier maps, a sort of ulti~na 
tltztle. We all noticcd here, how strange it T V ~ S ,  that, although 
these men were scarcely distinguishable by their garb and 
gencral appearance from their ~leigllbonrs ancl deaclly focs, tlic 
Lhotas, yet that they spolie an entirely clifferent language, antl 
in manner and disposition mcre far more akin to the frank antl 
open Angami than to the sulky, treacllcrous Lhota. Werc I 
to c1;rssify tlic whole Nhgn race, from tlie liopili to the 
llori-l)ihing, I sllould certainly place the Anganii, Hattigorin, 
nnrl Namsangia (rroups first, ancl the Lhota, TaLli~ngin, and 
Xinil lots last. ? may hcre observe that I Imre again left the 
ethnograpllical portions of our late most interesting Inbo~~rs  to 
be undertaken by my able colleague, Lieutenant IVoodtllorl)~, 
whose p ~ p l i i c  pen am1 talented pcncil llnve again clone a~nl'lc 
jnsticc to a sul~ject, fill1 of the greatest interest, not only to us 
h ~ i ~ n b l e  workers in the field, but also to snva~zts at  home. 

2 1. On tlie 23rc1, n-e mnrcllecl to Nungatong, and encaml~ccl 
1 '  about a mile to the north of the ~illnge. 1 llc road was a 

ricleahle path tlie whole w:ty, ancl tlic entr:xnccs, or approaches, 
to the village mcre estremcly pretty : to the solltli a bro:ltl 
roncl, with a fine avenue of oaks on eitlier sicle; to thc north :L 

similar road between rows of bamhoo~, mhosc fcntlicry stclns 
almost met overhead. IIerc, as at Nunkam, mc met n inont 
cc~rdial mclcome, ancl, instcnil of scnrccly cvilr getting a glimpsc 
cven of the flutter of a petticoat, tlic women (clcnn and comcly, 
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ns a rule, in comparison with tlleir sistcrs in Lllota-land) came 
out and lzad n good look at  us, langlling and chatting anzong 
themselves, 2nd evidently ei~~joying the f11n of what to them 
must havc been a grcat sight. I cnvied the gift of tongues 
that would have enabled ine to lcarn and appreciate the 
criticism they mere doubtless passing on US. 

22. On tlle 24tl1, passing throng11 I<en~inclm, we moved 
r \  camp to Allibar. l h e  follonin,n day, crossinq tlre lreacl- 

waters of the Cllcbi (about half-rray), we marcllecl lnto Chdnlti, 
or I3oroditbia, where we were oncc more very lleartily welcomed. 
The N;i$qs turning out to rcccire us in all their %?la costnme, 
led by an old clnef, wit,h n w r y  battcrcd sola-tolli on 1li.s 
hcad, a gcar of mllich the old fcllonr was cvidcntly very proucl, 
but wllich very ilearly upset onr gravity altogetljer, for tlle 
pict~ire represented to our view, in all tlic proutl iililoccnce of 
savage pretension, uTas about as incongruously ludicrous as it 
could well be. 

23. On tlle 26th we bid adieu to our IIattigoria friends, 
ancl oncc inore ciltcrcd thc Lhotn country, n~oving camp to 
Alekfilh. 'l'his march was a most wcnrisomc one, leatling along 
a narrow ttmck, occasioi~nlly lost in j~ulglc, over the snmmit 
of the range running parallel ~vitli, and bct~vcen the Cllcbi 
and Seol>ani etrcains. We nrere much dclayetl in l?iclcing out 
tllc panjies with wllich tllc ~rliole l>atli had been covered, 
and avoiding numerous deep pit fa1 ls, ~liilf~llly concenlcd nritli 
grass and learcs, a tunlblc illto wliicll would ha\-c been almost 
certain dent11 by impalement on tlie bainboo, spcar-like pailjics 
with which such pits wcrc invariably f~~rnished. 

24. On thc 27th nrc colltinuctl our inarch t l~~oug l l  Alitll< 
into Lablluti, whcrc I founcl tljc party of tcn constables, ~vitll 
t l~ir ty coolics and stores, wllicll I had sent on from IToklla 
to a~vait our arrival thcrc, all safe. IIcl~c I once lnorc ~ o t  
solnc letters, both from Sainagnting ant1 Gol:ifil~:it, n-111ch 
infonllcd me of the arrival a t  \Vo1;11a of the reh~forccinent 
I had ~vrittcn for on the 10th. As Liclitcilant Austin 11:lcl 
1)cen constantly suflering froni fcvcr, and I was apprehcnsirc 
t11:it it migllt nsslune a inore serious for111 at  any time, ancl 
t1111s i11cnl)acitatc liiln from hcing al~lc to assist 111c in t l ~ e  
ar(1lions \\rorl< we llnd still bcforc us, I dcemecl it ad\-isablc, in 
tllc illtcrcsts of tlic cxpcdition, to leave liinl bcllind to support 
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Captain La Touche. Accordingly, I directed him to proceed the 
following morning, togethcr with the detachment of the 43rd 
under his command, to Wokha, ~vitli instructions to send tlie 
cletnchmcnt of the 44th (which had just arrived there) to join 
me at Lakhuti with all practicable speed. Agreeably to these 
instructions, he lcft me on the morning of tlle 28th. On the 
29th I accompanied the surrey officers to Iiliergnon, with a 
view to explore the country in search of a good line of 
communication bctwcen Wokha and Golhghht, a distance of 
only thirty-five miles as tlie crow flies. My labours mere f ~ ~ l l y  
re~vardecl by the discovery of a capital line of country already 
reported upon elsewhere. On the evening of the 30th the 
detachment of the 44th, consisting of one snbadar, three 
havildars, .mcl thirty sepoys, arrived, and so everytliing mas 
ready again for a move on the morrow. 

25.  Whilst halted at  Lakhuti, I received a deputation 
from our late foes at  Pangti, who expressed their sorrow at  
what had occurred, and explained that, on our having fallen out 
with JVokha ancl destroyed that village, a great council of war 
hacl been heltl, ancl it had there been decided tliat, if they a11 
conibinecl together, there could be no doubt that they must 
be victorious. So tlie six villages previously named liad all 
joincd Wokha, and made the attack on the loth, with what 
result I have already stated. Thcy could not tell me of the 
strength of the contingents furnished by the otlicr villages, or 
tlie loss they sustainerl, but gavc the numbcr of tlie force that 
stnrtecl froill their own village as eighty fighting men, of whom 
one was killecl and two werc woiulcled. 

26. On the 31st me crosscrl the westernmost feeder of 
the Disoi, ancl lnovecl camp to Ilorognon, or Yernl~ang, a villagc 
situated on tlie crest of the outer range of hills, bordering 
the plains, from which we conlcl see scversl of the tca-gardens, 
with their corrngrntccl-iron-roofetl buildings, most distinctly. I n  
tlie neighbourhootl of tliis village I personally noticed for the 
first tinu! several patches of ~~oppy-cultivation, anel was 

n i q m n t t r r  mns rrvrt,-,l in my letter extremely sorry to learn that the 
Wo. Id;, of 1Ot l1  Octolxr, 1 Y i l .  story I had hcarcl* some years I~acli, 
tliat numbers of the bortler NBPs were opium-caters, was only 
too true. I have little doubt now, but tliat some proportion 
of the opiam grown up in thcse hills finds its way down to tlie 
plains below, wliere of course the profit at  which it could bc 
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bartered would be enormous, and I mention the inat,ter here, 
as I think the subject is one deserving of further inquiry. 

27. On tllc 1st February T\?C n1arc1lec-l into Janil):lng, 
having passed tlirougli Lingitling, U L  ~ o ~ i t c .  The road between 
these villages mas one of the worst I have ever travelled on, 
n snccessioii of short but stiff ups-and-downs the mllole ~vay, 
with thick grass and rced jungle on eitlicr side, mliicll cut 
both our hands and faces in forcing our way t l~~oug l i  it. At  
Jampailg mc receivcd tlie most nnl~lcasant ii~tclligcnce, that 
there mas no path ~vl~atevcr in the north-casterly dlrcction wc 
wished to go, and SO had to make up our lniiids to mafc one as 
best we could. I do not tllink in a11 ~ n y  rough es1)cricncc ill 
these hills I cver u n d e r ~ ~ ~ e n t  n~ucli I~arc'ier work and exposure 
than that TIT cspericnced the two fo110~vLllg days. 

28. On tlie 2nd February, a l~recil>itous descent for al)out 
one mile and a half brought us to tlle bcd of the Singdil, (1e)~vn 
~v l~ ich  we ~vadcd knee-decp in icy-cold ~vatcr for about eiglit 
long iuiles, until evcni~lg found us at tllc junction of the Singdil 
and I<cngdil streams, about a inilc fionl ~ r l ~ r e  tllc latter fills 
into the llisoi. Hcre TVC pitched our cainp for tlle nigllt, 
heartily tired out, and glad to get on dry li~llcl ag,~in. 1Sarly 
the follo~ving morning TVC Tvcrc off, ~vi~clinfi again, oilly tliih 
time Tve werc often 1111 to our tlli~lls,  anel in(le~(1, IIOTV and 
again, Tvllcrc an unforeseen holc recci17ecl our Lulnrary foothtcps, 
cvcn up to our waists. Tllc conscquencc was me 1l:ltl to 
clivcst ourselves of all ilcthcr ~anncn t s ,  anci in tllc ~)riiuitivc, 

h but alq'rol)riatc, costlllne of shirt-slccves ancl Ilclnlct, we 
struggled on for somctliing lilic ten miles, kccping to tllc ~vatcr  
r~l~nost tlic ~vhole ti~ne. Wlien wc attenlptccl to cut off n bclicl 
of the river we wcrc driven back again by the lcccllcs, forcst- 
flics, ancl ncttlcs, a11 of whicll al)onnd in tllcse low ~ ~ a l l ~ ~ y s .  
Tllc ab~mclant and fresh spoor of elcl)liants, rllinoccros, blrft:,~lo, 
t i p ;  clccr, mitlian, and pig in cvcry clircction l'rovc(1 :dso 
that thcsc ~vilel l~cxsts of tlic forcst inustcrecl in consit-lcrirble 
n~unbcrs. O~ving 1)robably to tllc grc:lt iloisc ~natlc l)y our 1o11g 
string of follo~vcrs, s1)laslling ttllrougll tllc nratcr, TVC (lid 110t soe 
n single tlling in tllc shnpc of ganir, altho~igli t ~ v o  Ilugc \\.ilt~r- 
lizards, the larwst incnsuri~~g six fcct ollc inch in lengtll, nn(l 

h7 
solnc otters, aflorclccl us a litltlc sl)ort., cspccially tllc latter, 
~vl~ich: nftrr n loilg and csciting cll:lsc, managc(1 to rsrallc 
aftcr all. 

c 
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At  about four o'clock in the afternoon we came across 
tlie pat11 leading down from Lungmikhaba to the plains. 
Here we again llalted in the heart of the jungles for the niplit, 
thoroughly morn ant ant1 footsore, with our legs blistered by 
tlle ~1111, ancl bitten by tlie leeches. Notwithstanding all this, 
the following clay (the 4th February) me puslled on to 
Cholernsen, or hlukhig~non, glad to get among tlle I-Iattigorias 
again, fur this is the last of their villages on the east. As Tyas 
~isually the case in the Hattigoria country, our road mas a very 
fair one,-first of all a stiff little asccnt of about three miles 
and a half to Lungnlililial)a, tlicn down into the valley on the 
other side, and across tlie heacl-waters of the Seopani, at  a 
point just above n spot callctl "tlie Eokapothar." I-tere for 
many years sonze Assnmese took refuge, and lived in secluded 
~afe ty  during their on-n troubleous timcs, and until tliey were 
driven out again by tlle extortions of their new neighbours. 
Finally, we nlarclled up a long spnr into tlle village, a distance 
of, I slioulrl say, about eleven or twelve luilcs a1tog:tller. Tlie 
last mile, however, mas very precipitous, ancl cut 111 a regular 
ladder-like succession of short steps. 

29. On the 5th Febrnary we entered the Assiringia pale, 
ancl pitched camp at i\[uncliing. The road, a bad one, ran 
along the summit of the ridge t l ~ e  whole way, l~assing close 
above, micl to tlie north of, the village of Kliari. On tlie 6th, 
follo~ving the patli along the riclge for about tllrce ~niles, 
bronglit us into 1)il)ua or Ijooragaon, ~vliich me found lind bccn 
nttaclietl sonic morltlis ago l ~ y  the Icl~ensa pcople, and llalf the 
village burnt to the ground. Passing through the villagc, 
and still keeping to the ridge, nl~out three nlilca more brought 
us to JVoromong, bclo~v \which village we struck off to thc west, 
ancl clescendecl into the valley of tlic Tir i~ ,  crossing which river, 
we ascencled up a long spur into Assiringjn, or hlerinokho. 
This nsccnt, o~ving to its passing through jhooms, ~vithout a 
particle of sllacle allnost the whole may, ancl nnclcr a 1)nrning 
sun, wns a very trying one incleecl. We a11 felt tlie march a 
gmtl (leal, altl~ough I clo not think tllc actual distance travellctl 
could have becn nlncli, if anytlling, ovcr twelve iiiiles. - 

30. On the 7th, me kept our camp staiiclin~ at  Assiringi:k 
? in orcler to enaljle tlle survey officers to visit Cllanchong (or 

h'oagaon) ancl TJakhu (or liolal.)aria), which ln,tter villagc was 
also found to have been attnckcrl nncl burnt to the grolulld only 
two months before by the inell of I.illari. 
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31. On the 8th, passing through 1,;lsso (or Nokheinche~l) 
e n  route, we moved camp to liampungia (or Lirarnon). On 
the following day, retracing our steps to Lasso, we recrossed 
tlle valley of tlle Tir6, and, ascending the opposite ridge, struck 
into tlie main road a little belo~v 13ora Hainlong (or 
Ycmcl~enkimung). Thence, turning to tlle left along the insin 
spur, we nlarched into Deka Haiirlong (or RIulung Iiimung) tlle 
first of tlle Dupdoria lot at  which nre encamped. Here, finding 
we were running short of rice, and the villagers could not 
supply ns with a sufficient quantity to fill up 1111 our reserve 
bags, I ordered a halt for the morrow. The following morning 
(10th) I sent off a party to purcllase and fetch up some rice 
froill the plains. That salne evening, about G p.m., I rcceivcd 
a short note from Mr. 13uclringllam, of Amglzri, telling me of 
the sad disaster that had occurred to Lieutenant I-Iolcombe and 
his party, but the ~vhen, where, and I~OTV, were all questions on 
which he could give me no information. There was quite enough 
to tell me that tlle story in its lnain facts was a true one, and, 
judging that l>ron~l)t measures ~vould have to be taken, and, 
being anrare that tlic bnlk of our frontier force T V ~ S  occnl)ied in 
the Duffla country, I iininediately acldresscd the Cliief 
Commissioner, as wcll as the Llcputy-Con~inissioilers of Sibs:igar 
ancl Lalthimpnr, inqlliring ~vhetllcr I could bc of any assistance, 
and offering the services of myself and party for any work that 
might be rcquircd. 

32. On the l l t h ,  findiag that the party of inen I had 
sent down for rice hat1 not yct returned, and a further delay 
being. thus incvitable, I wrote off that aftcrnoon to Mr. 
Jlnckmgliain, asking 11lin1 rcry lrindly to lay out a horse-dhk for 

1 1  me to Sibsigar. 1 lle follo~ving morning, giving charge of thc 
camp to 1,ieutcnant Wootltliorl~c, I lcft 1 I)clia Ilaililong at 7- 15 
a.m., and, walking do~rrn to ilii~gnri, a distance of'a1)out fonrtecn 
milcs, rcnclicd t,liat 1)lacc at, 11-30. Tl~crc I breakfasted and 
rested ~mt i l  1-30 13.in., ~vllcil I started OR again, and l-otle into 
Sib,.;A=;ar, arririiig at  the station at  4-30 p.m. I-icrc I found 
thc I )c l~zt .y-Co~~~i~~issiol lcr  hat1 lcft for Jorellat., an(1 SO, after 
11nving nlntlc armn~cincnts to have my lcttcrs scnt on to cam11 
11y cslwcss ~ncssc~ng~~.s,  I rotlc 1)ack to Aii~guri. Availirlg 
~nyscl f of Mr. ljnclr i~~=;li:~lu's Irincl Ilosl~itality, 1 11asscd tlic night 
tlicn~, an(l tjllc follo~ving 11a)rning (1::tll) rrjoinc(1 my 1)arty at  
1)cka 1I:~ilnong. No sooncr llatl 1 tlonc so, than that salllc 
aftcrnoon 1 rcccivcd lcttcrs ~vllicli iiiducccl mc to dctcrlllu~c to 
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run into Sibskgar agoin, in the hope that I might there intercel~t 
the Chief Commissioner on his road up to Ulbrugarh. So, on 
the 14th I again went into SibsAFr, and staycd there the three 
folloning days, until, on the evening of tlle 17tl-1, I received the 
Chief Comn~issioner's instructions to bring my own expedition 
to a close, and proceed at  once to join the Nksa field force as 
Political Officer, taking over c h a r ~ e  from Al?jor Clarke, at  
l311runrchali, near Jaipur. On receipt of these instructions, I 
immediately ~.eturned to Dekn, Haiinong. On the 19tl1, after 
crossing tlle valley of the Jhanzi, or blelnk as it is called by 
the NQgas, nre morecl camp to Meran8k~lng or Naogaon, and 
the following day inarcher1 into Banclling, both very trying 
~~lnrclies, the road leading through thick jungle, s~variliing wit11 
lecclies almost the ~vliolc way. On the 21st February, 
marching into Kazirnh, n distance of soine twenty miles, I mas 
ennllecl to take the whole of my party out of tllc hills, and tllus 
bring the western expedition to a close. This is the fifth 
expeclition of the kind I have had the honour to conlmand, and 
tlie good fortune to bring to a successful issue. 

33. With regard to the results of the expedition from .a 
geographical point of view, I think tliese can best be seen by 
a reference to tlle accompanying map, tvllich shows a tract of 
sometliing like 800 sclnarc miles coinpletcd by Lientenant 
Woodthorpc, on the scale of two miles to the inch, a tract 
comprising the whole of the country drained by tlie Desoi ant1 
Jhanai rivers, and lying between tlie 1)oyong and 1)ikliu rivers, 
besides an overlalj of about 300 square miles, out of a total nrca 
of 1,100 square miles clone by Mr. i\iIcCay on thc scale of four 
milcs to tllc inch. When it is rememberecl that this work tvas 
done in the short space of only two months, by far the greater 
number of days in ~vhicll all survcy operations liatl to be 
snspencled, owing, first of all, to the determined opl>osit,ion 
oflcretl to us 1)y tlie Wolilla people ant1 tlleir allies, ancl 
afterwards to tllc aln~ost constant rain we had on and off 
throughout (far more rain having fallen tllis season t,han I 
have ever experienced before), 1 tl~inlr the result will bc 
consiclcrecl estrc~nely cretlitnble to both the snrvcy officers 
above-nnmecl. I may mention lierc, as it is not s1101vn in the 
map, t,hat I\-e nsccrtained tliat the ~vcstcrnmost feeder of the 
I)ikhil riscs close 1)elo-w and to thc cast of Xunknm. JVe 
afterwards also learnt that, its most enstern fceclcr riscs al)out 
eight miles south-west of Iiamhua. 'I'liese two branclies, 
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coming in from diametrically opposite directions, meet below 
and allnost due north of Tengsa, whilst a third main feeder is 
said to come in son~emliere south of Tablung, and thus these 
tliree streams go to form thc l)ilcliu, wliicli debouches into tlie 
plaiils between Nainsnng and Iiongan. I-Ience we can account 
for the mystery whence this river gets all its water, ~vhich, if 
you remember, puzzled us not a little last year, wlieil we 
tracked the Lnnier out into tlie Iiaiendmen, or N:iiiztanlii. I11 
tlie course of this espedition, althongli i t  nras brought to so 
prematlzre an end, we traversed a tract of conntry occupied by 
no less than six distinct tribes, namely, tlic Anpinies, 
Itengmalis, Lhotas, Hattigorias, Assirinwins, ? and I)updorias, 
the lattcr tliree of ~vllicli had ne~-cr bcen ~ i s i t ed  by ally European 
since tlie (1:lys \vIicn Erodie took (as lic says lli~nsclf) a " hurried" 
n~ontli's run through soine of the bordcr villngcs i11 1844. To 
turn to thc l3olitical and gcncral effect of tlie espcdition. I am 
glad to bc able to say tllat it llns been everything we could 

r 1  possibly llarc clesired it to I i n ~ ~ e  becu. l l le  coml,letc s~icccss 
atteacling every ineasurc takcn in connection with tlie expedition, 
notwithstanding tlie vcry grcat diffic~~ltics I\-c lind to coiltend 
agcainst at  timcs, lias inore than fully realized our utmost 
expectations. Nor can I forgct that tllcsc, to mc, nlost 
gratifying rcsnlts liave bccn inninly due to the tliorough and 
ablc sul~port I rcccivcd, not only froill cvery one of the four 
Enrol~enn officers, Captain La 'Toncl~c, Lielltenants T\Tooclthorpe 
and Austin, and RIr. RlcC:~y, bnt also froni Inspector Rlellia 
l<nm and the men (both rcgulars ancl lwlicc) nrlio formed my 
escort. \Vitllout their cordial assista~lcc and staunch support 
I coulcl liavc done notliing. 

34. I3ot11 Captain La Touclic and Lieutenant Austin 11acl 
cscli a clifficnlt duty to perform,--tl~c fortncr in cliargc of tlie 
advanced post at  Wokha, a11t1 tlie lnttcr, first of all, in cominand 
of my cscort, ancl aftcr~vards, in support of Ca1)tniii La Toncllc, 
-and tlicy eacli pcrforincd tlicir allottecl task to my satisfaction. 

35. Of Licritcnant FVoodtliolpc's services, I really feel 
tliat I cannot sl~cali in too liigli terms, for they nrcre simply 
invalilnblc to mc ; cvcr rc:~(ly, cliecrfi~lly and ~)n~i i ip t ly  to carry 
out any instruct,ions, wlicthcr conncctcrl wit11 llis own lgitiliiate 
\vol.Ic or not,; I always f(>lt tllat I co111d cntrnst liim n~itli any 
dnt,y in the frxllcst confidcilcc that it would be donc ~~rcl l ,  anti 
done quickly. My opinion of this officer's merits, csyecially 
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with regard to his courage, endurance, and ability, was fully 
mentioned in my report last year, and I have very great pleasure 
in now stating that a f ~ ~ r t h e r  accluaintance has only tended to 
corlfir~ll rile fiilly in tlie opinion I thcn formed of him, and I 
have only to acid here that if, in the f ~ ~ t u r e ,  the Government 
arc again pleasecl to entrust me with the conduct of another 
esplnration expedition (as I trust they will), I hope Lieutenant 
JVoocltl~orpe may again be the chief officer in charge of the 
si.lrvey deputecl to assist me. I could not, I think, wish for 
any better assistant for him than the officer who accompanied 
us this year, namely, Mr. hlcCay, mtio, most energetic and 
zcalous in the performance of his morlr, promises to become s 
capital officer. I may here mention that this officer took n 
series of interesting p1iotog-ral>hs during the espedition, copies 
of wllich he has very kindly allowed me to attach hereto. 

36. I have already briefly alluded above to Inspector 
&tenla Ram ancl the men composing my escort (consisting of 
cletaclin~ents from the 43rd and 44th liegiments Assam Light 
Infantry and Nhga Hills I'olice), and, as their uniform good 
and gallant concluct has already been fully alluded to in other 
reports, I need not refer to tlicm furtlicr here, than briefly to 
accord them tlle high praise they so justly cleserve. 

37. The concloct of my TCuki coolies is :11so deserving of 
special commcn(lation, ant1 I wonlcl hcre beg to take the 
opportunity of most strongly recornmencling that I hc permitted 
to present a hanclso~ne silver-mounted sliiclrl anti talwar to each 
of tlie three Iiulii cllieftnius wllo so loyally s~~l>portetl me wit11 
l'orters (coolies) for four long montlis of hardullip and privation. 

38. Tn conclusion, I ~1ro11ltl invitc spccial attention to the 
cstcnt up  to ml~icli our explorations a~lt l  sllrvcys llnvc already 
gone, anti. the nmol~nt of work we have still got to do, before 
we can say tlint we llnre really colnpleted our work on this 
frontier. llntl circiimstnnccs permitted of our ctlrrying out our 
original intentions, the result of our work this year wo111tl in 
a11 prohahility have givcn 11s n map of the entire coiintry 
drainccl by tlie I)ikllil, and pcrhapa a littlc hcyond, whereas at  
present wc havc liar1 to content ol~rselves with something 
consic1eml)ly short of this. Now, prcsu~ning.tliat the Govcrntnent, 
arc quite clrtermined to rnrry on t,llis most important work, and, 
hearing in mind the contcniplatccl changc of the head-quarters 



SURVEY OF THE NAGA HILLS. 23 

station of the NSga Hills Agency from Samaguting to Wokha, 
I deem it right to point out what a splendid base of operations 
the latter station would be from which to con~plete our work. 
The first thing, however, which, in my humble opinion, we 
have now got to do, is to consolidate our power over those tracts 
already explored, and such a measure cannot be better assisted 
than by the coinpletion of the road fioin ILohima to Wokha, 
and thence to GolBgliBt, and by the change of stations above 
mentioned ; after m~llich there ought to be no difficulty whatever 
in our again pushing on our explorations and surveys, quietly 
but surely, carefully feeling our way as Tve go, and avoiding, as 
far as possible, all risk of opposition or political complication in 
the manner so successfully carried out hitherto. 

39. Once the scheme I have but very briefly and roughly 
sketched above is properly carried out, I believe we shall have 
done inore towards ensuring a quiet frontier than anything that 
has ever been done before. llo~vever, it is needlcss my discussing 
the question any further here, and I have therefore oilly to add 
that, should it happen to be cventually decided that we arc to 
carry on our lalotzrs in the tracts still uaesl~lored, and should 
i t  chancc that the work is again entrusted to me, I bcg I inay 
receive my orders and instructions at as early a date as possible, 
in order that I may liave nml~le time for mnking all necessary 
arrangements. 





NOTES BY LIEUT. R. G. WOODTHORPE, 

OF No. G, TOPOGRAPIlICAL SURVEY. 

Dated Shillong, the 26th May, 1875. 

From-LIEUT. R. G. TVOODT~ORPE, R.E., Assistant-Superintendent, 
Topographical Survcy, 

TO-CAPTAIN JOIIN BUTLER, Political Agcnt, Ndga IIills. 

IN accordance with your request, vcrbally convcyed, I have the 
bonour to forward a fcw notes on the comltry, tribcs, &c., whicl~ ~ v c  had 
an ol~portunity of visiting cluring the first portion of our last 
cold-weather's work. 

2. The origiilal plan of our operations was to carry out the 
proposal of Captain Badglcy, in 12aragmph 3 of his No. 22B., datcd 
Samaguting, 25th Ifarch, 1874, to your acldrcss, and continue the 
triang~~lation from TVokha and Clhosama, by N~llli~111 and Laldluti, till 
it was coll~lcctcd with thc points from ~vllich Captain Bndgley startcd his 
worlr, by ~vhich mcnns n good line of triangles would h a w  bccn cnrricd 
up along thc whole outer range of the hills bouncling tho valley of Assmn 
011 thc south, till IVC rcaclied that portion surrcycd last year by Captain 
Samuells, and from this lint wc could then ha\-c cstendcd o m  work 
southwnrd ancl cast~vard, as far as t i~nc  allo~rccl. The sncl cvcnts ~vliich 
occurrcd in thc carly part of Fcbrunry prcvcnted our carrying out our 
progmmmc, nnd tl~ongli a fort,uiglit morc \vould hnvc sccn thc coinplctioil 
of our part of thc triangulations, IVC wcrc obligcrl to Icayc it mlfinishcd. 
111 order to start our ~vorlz, and find suita1)lc points on I\-liich to contianc 
tho triangulation in thc liills south-cast of Golhgll:it, ant1 also wit11 a I-ic~v 
to fill ill ccrtain gaps still csisting in our maps of that part, I visitccl, 
with your npprov:~l,  bout fonrtccu rillagcq ovcrlooliing thc l)lains, 1)cfore 
y o u  arrival at  Sainagnting, 1vhc1.c I joinccl yon. Tho ~vorli I tlicn dicl 
proved uscful, by enabling us aftcr~v:~rds to go ahcad ~vithont haying to 
retrace our stcl~s over a Iargc area, and savCrl ns prol)al)ly ncarly a 
forhight ; and thug wc managcd to get "11 thc hills i~n~ncrlintc~ly borclcring 
the ldains survcycd to thcir foot, right 1111 to Ca1)tain Badglcy's ~vorI<, 
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Lcforc thc murder of Licutenant Holco~nbe put a stop to all further 
operations in the so-called JJTestern Nbga Hills. However, I had then 
managcd to secure about 800 square nlilcs on thc half inch to a mile 
scale, and Mr. J. 11cCay hacl mapped 1,100 square milcs on the scalc of 
fonr nlilcs to an inch. Although we were unfortunately prevented from 
actually exploring and mapping the sources of the Dikhu river, we havc 
noverthcless bccn ablc to get a very accurate idea as to their position. 
Onc of thc two principal fceders rises from the watershed due cast of 
Nunlrum, and, flo~ving in a north-cast direction, meets another largc 
feeclcr flowing from the cast at  the junction of our work with Captain 
Badgley's, \\-hence these two, flowing togethcr, make their exit into the 
plains. 

Our own especial work this scason, o~ving to our not getting beyond 
tllo outer ranges, dicl not take us into any very clevated country, thc 
grcatcst height visited being Thebzoclhii (6,GOO fcct). Thc averagc of thc 
other mngcs was about 3,000 feet. Thesc ranges all run remarkably 
l'arallel to each other, the vnllcys are open ancl cultivated, while the 
tops of the ridges, as n rule, arc very narrow and clothed with long grass 
junglc. Thc valley of thc Disoi river is very low, flat, ancl densely 
co\-crccl with large forcst trees, and is separated by a very low, wooded, 
anrl nninhalitccl range from thc plains bcyond. In  former days this 
valley used to bc visitecl by Assa~nese to work for gold in the rivcr of 
the Disoi, but thc quantity of gold obtained was not, I bclicve, sufficient 
to rcpay the labour of washing it. Many finc rubber-trees grow on 
the banks of the rivcr, some of which havc been ruthlessly cut down for 
thc sake of thc ru l~ lcr .  

A11 the ontcr ranges of hills arc of sandstone, the strata dipping at 
n very grcat angle, frcquently nearly vertically, and thc strikc following 
thc general rlircction of the ranges. In many of' tllc villagcs thc hard 
stratified rock crops up in a scrics of knife-like cdgcs, making walking 
rscccdingly difficult, and exciting woncler as to how thc stability of the 
llouscs can bc securcd. Thc nortllcru face of all thesc mngcs is most 
prccipitou~, falling nearly perpcndiculnrly for scveral hundrcd feet, ancl 
making tlio approach to the villages from that sidc very steep and 
clifIicu1 t . 

3. ~ f ' t c r  lcnving thc TVokha men and thc othcr Lhota Nibgas, who 
havr alrcatly hccn cl(~scriLc(1 mc (ritEe my rcport of last year, dntctl 
Sl~illong, the 2'3th April, 187,4), wc passed throng11 ancl saw mcmhrrs of 
tlirrc tril)cs, ri:., Hattigoria?, I)~lptlorias, ancl Assiringins. Thc principal 
tlitli~rcncrs 1,cltwcvn tllcsc thrrc arc lingnistic; but, though all arc far 
~upcrior to thc Lhotns in pl~ysiqur, manncr, bcaring, and in thc goncral 
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\\.cll-to-do appearance of thcir villages, yct tlic Hnttigorias hear off t11c 
pa1111 in all thcsc characteristics. Cot11 tlie ~ n c n  and women, nest to thc 
Angan~ics, are the best looliing, best built, and most plcasi~lg of tlic 
NLiga tribes I have yet sccn. Thc vomca arc cspccially rcmnrlinl)l~ for 
their good looks, many rctaining tncm cvcn in middle age. T l ~ c  drew 
of the thrce tribes is the smnc, consisting for the lnalcs of a suinll 
~vaist-cloth tied at  the baclr,-one encl, baing brought round hct\vecn 
t11c legs and drawn up undcr the \\-aist-belt, falls in front in a broad 
flap. These cloths are of various colonrs and pnttcrns, from clnrli blut? 
with nrhitc stripes, to whitc wit11 va r i c~~ tcc l  pnttcnls of black, or 1)laclr 
and crimson. Tlic Dulxlorias fis sinnll strips of brass in clustcrs clom~i 
tlic cdgcs of thcir flaps, apl~arcntly to girc  thcin additional wcight. Thc 
t)roncl darl; bluc or black flap adorned wit11 co~vrics is also common alnong 
tl~csc tribcs in fiill dress. Thc gcncral clccorations arc the sainc as those 
tlcscribccl last year as being morn by the non-kiltcd tribcs, such as tlic 
bcarsliin coronct, cotton wool bindings for hair, and puffs for the cars, 
nccl~laccs, kc. Thcre is onc ornnment suspcn~lcd 011 the chest, 
which I think I have not c1cscril)cd before ; i t  is a long flat strip of 
wood about 15 inches long, narrow in the middle, but broadcaing 
slightly towards thc cncls, and covcred witli colourcd ca~lc~vork, cowries, 
or \vhitc sccds, and atloriled with a fringe of long rcd hair. Two broad 
red ancl blue snshcs, also fringed with hair, sulq~ort at the bacli the CIAO, 
:~nd n smnll buckct for can:piug pa11,jies (fig. 1). The spears arc geacmllg 
~inlilar to thosc found a t  Priini. T l ~ c  drios among thc Hnttigorias and 
1)nl)clorin~ arc small-handlcd, like the Ang~ninies; but among tlic 
A~~siringi:ls arc founcl an approach to tlir long hair-tuftorl hnndlcs ancl 
11rontl 1,ladcs common among the tri1)cs of thc Jaipur district. T l ~ c  
~liit~lds nrc smnll, and citlicr of canc-worlr, or else thin pieccs of wood, 
:L llitl(3 painlcd black with \vhitc circles aiicl slmts 011 their facc, ant1 
occa~ionnl1~- dccoratcd with pliimcs. The Assiringins n7ear in ~var-drcss, 
t:Jl conical helmcts, adorncd 1vit11 boars' tml<s ant1 two straight plumes 
of I~nir, o11c on cnch side, lca\~ing thc npcs of the helinct bare. Tlic 
c~lotlis of these thrcc tribe5 arc many-coloiircd, ancl sccin to I N  uscd 
indiscriminatdy, according to the tnstc of tllc \vcarcr, rather tllnll 2s 
tlcnoting tribal distinctions. They n1.c darl; blue, with reel nlltl lv]litc~ 
stril)os, or ~1:~rlr 1)111e only, or ~ C C I  only, red and blue, kc., kc., and arc: 
i'~.c~qliciitly ncloriiccl 1)y tufts of crimson and whitc hair, sc\vn in ronrs nt 
i l l  tri.vals along tlic stril~cs of tlic. cloth. 

Tlic womcn's tlrc.~s ~oiisist~s of n s~iinll 1)c.t.ticont. of dnrli blnc, n clot,h 
of Illc snnlc coloai. 1)c.in~ tl~l.o\vn over the sl~oi~ltlcrs. Thcy \\-car largo 
l)l.:irs  sings on c!acl~ I ) r o ~ ,  s~ilq>ortcxtl 1)y n strillg pnssing ronntl the 1le:td. 
So111c5tilnc.s t11c.s~ rings 1'ns.i: tS1roiigl1 thc upper portion of the cm., but 
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gencmlly they simply hang on the temples. The lobe of t,hc car 
supports large thick, oval, or oblong-shaped pieces of a crystal obtaincd 
from the plains (see fig. 2). The women a11 tattoo slightly, four lines are 
drawn on the chin, the outer ones being tattoocd from the corners of 
thc nlouth ; the front of the throat has a fcw crossed lines on it, three 
arrow-head-shapccl lines are tattooed on each breast runuing up to the 
shoulders, and a fine diamoncl pattern runs dolvll the centre of the 
stomach. The calf of the leg, from about thrcc inchcs below the knee, 
is also tnttooecl with diagonal lines, the space between the highest and 
the kncc is filled up with a fern vertical lines ending a t  the knec in 
arrow-heacls or stars. The wrists are also frequently tattooed with stars 
and stripes. 

The women's necklaces are, as usual, beads or largc pieces of shell 
strung on cotton. 

The ~ ~ i p e s  smoked by both men and women arc of the shape shown 
in fig. 2, though sometimes a slnall bamboo receptacle is fittcd below the 
bowl to catch the tobacco-juice. 

4. Thc villages, as a rule, occupy the most commancling points 
along thc ridges, and the approaches to them are esceeclingly pretty. 
Eroacl roncls, bordered with grass ancl low shrubs, lead up through 
avenues of fine trees to the main entrance, which is gencmlly very 
strongly guarded by two or three pnnjiecl ditches, running right across 
the riclge, and stockacled on the inner bank. The stockndcs are strongly 
built of a double line of posts, supporting a wall of intcrlnccd bamboo, 
and arc capablc of offering a good resistance. The ontcrmost clitch is 
generally of about 200 or 300 yards, or evcn more, from the villngc, thc 
sccond being sitnatcd betmecn it anci the onc enclosing the villngc. 'fic 
gntc through thc stockacle of this last clitch into the village is cut out 
of one huge Llock, and is frequently four or fivc feet broad and about 
sis feet high. A large gable roof is constmctccl over it, giving it a 
grcat resemblance to our own old lychgatcs at  homc (see fig. 3). 
Looli-outs arc bnilt comnlanding the entrancrs, and in some cnscs little 
huts arc constructed in large trccs outside thc most aclvanccd stocltaclcs 
on thc ~nain  roncls, conl~nunications being preserved with the interior by 
means of long laclclcrs ancl canscways. Passing through thr! gatc into 
tho village, we fiud ollrsclvcs before thc morang, or 1)nchclors' honsc., n 
largc anel most peculiar-loolring building (sre fig. 4), appcnring to 110 all 
roof, which .springs from n small back gnblcd \v\.all of bnrnt~oo al)out, f vc 
fect high and six or scvcn fect broacl. The ridgc riscs rapidly from t'bis 
to thc front, till it attains a hcight from thc gronnd of t\vcnty-five or 
thirty feet, thc caves resting on the on cithcr sidc. Tllc front 



is closed in with a scmi-circular wall of thatch, a small door about four 
fect high giving admittance to the building, which, as this is generally 
tho only opcning, is necessarily somc\vhat darlr. As the eyc gets 
accustolncd to thc gloom though, we find that the house is divided into 
t j ~ o  parts by a low wall forlncd of a log of mood, ovcr whicll a thick 
balnboo mat is strctchcd. The half of the honse has a matted floor, and is 
provided with a hcarth, and planked slccping-placcs round it, and hcrc 
the young men live ; but thc other half is unfloorcd, aild is intcndcd for 
thc reccptioil of casual visitors, \!rho drop in for an hour or two only. 
Wc  also lnalre out that the principal uprights arc carved with large 
figurcs of mcn, clcl?hants, tigers, and lizards, kc. (fig. 5), roughly 
paintcd with thc three colonrs common to the NAga and Gi ro  tribes, vi:., 
a black, white, and a reddish brov~n. Arranged round the ~valls are 
skulls of men and animals, and skilful i~nitatioils of them inade by 
painting and cutting old gourds; these i~nitations are so ~vcll done that 
often a t  a little distancc they pass for real slrulls. Thc ridge of the 
morang projects a few feet in front, and is ornamented with small straw 
figures of nlen and tufts of straw placcd at  rcgular intervals. Outside 
each morang is a largc platform of logs of wood, on ~vhich thc young 
inen and their fricnds sit and sinolrc tl~rough thc day, and hard by is 
an opcu shcd, in which stands the big drum, formed of a huge trunk 
h o l l o ~ \ ~ d  out, aacl elaboratcly canrcd and painted in front, aftcr tho 
manncr of thc figurc-head of a ship, and is furnished at  thc other cud 
with a straight tail (fig. 6). The drum is raised from the ground, and 
rcsts on logs of wood; it is sounded by lettin: a heavy picco of wood 
fall against it, and hy bcating it with dou1)lc-hcadcd clubs. I n  large 
villngcs thcre arc two, and c ~ e n  tlircc, Inorangs, with their clrums in 
ncigl~bonri~lg shcds. The othcr houscs in thc villngcs are Iargc alld long, 
thc front part rcsting on tllc ground, thc baclr, ns nsnal, being snpporkd 
on bainboo piles, ~vith platforn~s at the baclr and sides, on which lnally 
of thc hou~chold duties arc pcrfonned. Tlicrc is a large open vcrnndnh 
in front, and tllc interior of thc housc is diviclcd into two or three rooms. 
Tllc H:~ttigoria houses arc thc largest and 1)est built, arc armngcd 
most rcgnlarly :md cloficly ac1,jacci~t on eithcr side of lollg strccts. Tho 
front g:tl)lcs project considornhly, thosc of oppositc bouscs nearly meeting 
ovcr tlic roadway, calling to mind thc apl)camncc of a ]nilc in some old 
Eurol>can to\\,n, whcrc the gnblccl nl>pcr storics of tho houses ovrrllang 
thc footways. I n  front of the honscs arc rows of slrulls, and in one or 
two of tho front rcmndalis we notic0 rows of curioll+ly alld 
~, :~intcd posts nl)ont t11l.c~ f ( ~ t  higl~. Thcsc, !rc arc told, arc put up 011 

thc occn.ion of the owner of thc honsc g i ~ i n g  a 1)ig feast, alld thercl,y 
proclaiming liimsclf a man of substnncc. 

Tlic 1)oclics of tho dcnd arc ~rrnppcd in mats, and disposcd on 
~~lnt,fonns, roofer1 o v c r t l d  fci~ccc1 in. All the pcrsonal dccoratioils and 



cloths of thc dccenscd being arranged about thc platform and fcncc. 
Thc gronnd around is sonlctimes panjied as n protection against tile 
h t t a c ~ s  of wild animals. Thcse boclics are placcd in groups along tllc 
road bctwecn thc two outer stockadcs. 

Tho I-Iattigorias, as roncl-engineers, far surpass thcir ncighbonrs. 
Their roads arc constl-ucted with due regarcl to thc easiest gmdicnt, and 
arc not carricd up ancl clown over every littlc hillock. Thc stecper parts 
arc paved or stcppccl to prevcnt the rain ~~rashing channels in them, and 
in thc gentler gradients cuts arc made across the road at  every cliangc 
of inclination or direction, to carry off the water do~vn the hillside in tlic 
nlost scientific manner. 

Altogether, I am vcry favourably impressed by thcse thrcc tribes, 
ancl I shall LC vcry glad if I mn able on any future occasion to rcncw 
Inp nqnaintancc with, and cxtcncl my linowledgc of them. 
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